
Matthew 

Chapter 11:1-19 

The Harsh Reality of a Misunderstood Messiah 
 

 

* Aerial view – chapters 4, 5-7, 8-9, 10 

Chapter 11 = Wrong expectation of Messiah 

Later in the chapter, we will see how the cities thought of Him, but 1
st
 His relationship with John 

• Matthew 11:1 

It says their cities. Where is Jesus going? 

Triangle 

• Matthew 11:2 

So let’s do a review. Who is John? What was his task? When did he do it? How was he received? 

Why is he in jail? Who put him there? 

Already been mentioned in chapter 4 

Really fully explained in chapter 14 

Who is Herod Antipas? What part does he rule? What does he think of himself? 

How it is John’s disciples appear to have been able to talk with him? 

In ancient near east, friends and relatives had to supply your care 

 

• Matthew 11:2-3 

What do you make of John’s question? What does “expected or really coming One mean”? 

 

Remember Daniel 7:13-14 from last week’s discussion 

Son of Man is seen COMING on the clouds of Heaven TO the Ancient of Days 

“COMING” is a Messianic reference 

So what is John’s question? 

Are you the Messiah as Prophesied in the OT? 

 

• Matthew 11:4-6 

What is Jesus’ answer again to John? 

Quotes the OT, specifically Isaiah 29:18-19 and 35:5-6 

 

• Matthew 11:7-12 

Let’s look at this in reverse…verse 12 

What the heck does this mean 

The King James version translated this, “suffers violence”- radically affected how this statement was understood 

Usually interpreted a couple ways: 

1. Perhaps how those in the Kingdom would be attacked by men of violence 

2. Worse, that we in the Kingdom need to be aggressive about advancing the movement, name it, claim 

it, and take it = really n off shoot of the Zealots just cleaned up a bit  

Problem is that is not consistent at all with Jesus’ teaching 

Jesus said, “unless you receive the Kingdom like a child” 

Jesus said, “If they don’t welcome you, leave and just don’t give them your shalom” 

Take a wild guess what Jesus might be doing here? In other words, what might He be using in His answer? 

Really, Jesus, as just about always, is referencing an OT prophecy 

• Micah 2:13-14 

We have a shepherding illustration here 

In Israel, the Shepherds would lead their sheep to areas of grass 

And they would look for pasture, oasis 

At night, they would find a safe place to bed down their sheep 

They would look for a hill side, or maybe even a cave 

They would build a rock wall around it, or around the opening 

In the morning, the sheep are restless and hungry so they get noisy 

• John 10:9 

Jesus uses this exact same illustration; He is the door to the semicircle pen 



Literally, He lies at the entrance of a holding pen 

 

This passage describes what first? 

“Breaker”= Hebrew is haporeitz 

Literally kicks a hole in the rock wall  

John is the forerunner 

John is the last of the Old Testament Prophets, who is announcing the Kingdom 

John is the BREAKER, the haporeitz 

“Suffers violence” = Greek is biazo 

Suffers violence = a more accurate translation is Breaks forth or forcefully advances 

Apparently the Hebrew word paratz = “breaks forth” was translated in the Septuagint as biazo  

Means to break forth with strong force from within 

The Kingdom of Heaven is not suffering violence…the Kingdom is advancing with force 

Take a guess how the restless hungry sheep react when there is a small breach? 

Not some orderly march out, they push and shove so violently the walls fall even wider 

Then what happens? 

King leads them out 

What is the King an image of in the Old Testament? 

Messiah – here this a lot when David is mentioned in reference to Jesus 

“Jesus, son of David, have mercy on us”- remember that 

• Romans 1:1-3 – David 

And “Adonai at their head” 

King, Messiah leads them, and Adonai is at His side 

The sages knew this passage and taught this passage in Jesus’ day 

NIV = “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of Heaven (God) is forcefully advancing…” 

 

God’s Kingdom is advancing, forcefully 

How does Jesus say you can see and know the Kingdom is forcefully advancing? 

• Matthew 11:4-5 

Healing, redemption, forgiveness, restoration, freedom, etc. 

In Micah, the Prophet probably had the image of his people in exile, oppressed, held in captivity in a foreign land 

The Breaker breeches the wall (John), and the KING leads them out, and they forcefully enter the scene 

• Matthew 11:7-10 

First, who is Jesus contrasting John with? 

Herod Antipas – coin had a reed waving on the back, dressed in royal robes, thinks he is the king of the Jews 

Second, quotes Malachi 3:1 

Prophet Malachi referring to Elijah 

 

So what does the second half of Matthew 11:12mean? “and violent men take it by force” 

NIV = “and forceful men (breakers) lay hold of it” 

• Luke 16:16 

Literally should be read, “and everyone breaks out with it” 

Another possibility in a Hebrew reconstruction is, “and those breaking forth are PURSUING it” 

 

• Matthew 11:11 

Now, let’s go back to John’s question. How is it that he could have been the breaker and have so much doubt? Why? 

John’s issue is rooted in Messianic expectation 

John expected Jesus to come with fire, like Elijah with the prophets of Baal 

He expected someone more like King David than a suffering servant from Is. 53 

a) While the Jewish Prophets envisioned a great return of the people to God, with great social reforms 

b) The Jewish apocalyptists expected a total world order change, a completely new Jerusalem, end times   

John I think fell into this second camp 

John is some senses is a tragic figure…he is a victim of his own theology 

He looked for the Messiah of Daniel 7 ruling with all Dominion as Judge and King 

Many of the time read the Book of Enoch – not included in the Canon but widely read at the time 

“And the sum of Judgment was given to the Son of Man, and he will cause the sinners to pass away and be destroyed 

from off the earth. ..For that Son of man has appeared, and has seated himself on the throne of his glory…” 



I think John has this expectation in mind – an end times, judgment, sinners would be destroyed, “His winnowing fork in 

His hand” 

Why might this be important to John at this time aside from his beliefs and prophecy? 

He is in prison – his own fate lay in the hands of an unjust ruler 

 

• Matthew 11:6 

What does this mean? What does it sound like? 

It is a warning, and a strong one 

Apparently when translated back into Hebrew it is much stronger than in English 

Apparently it is an extremely strong threat 

The verb to stumble = to sin or fail in a serious matter 

In one fell swoop Jesus is defining the REAL MESSIANIC TASK and warning John 

What is the warning to John? 

• Matthew 11:11 

What does this mean? 

Jesus I think is literally telling John, and all others, you better buy into the true Messianic task if you want to be part of 

my Kingdom, the same one by the way the forcefully entering 

 

• Matthew 11:12-19 

 


